
PhD Position in Cognitive/Clinical Neurosciences, Grenoble, France 

An open position for a PhD in cognitive and clinical neurosciences is available in the framework of the 

Parkinson action funded by Neurocog (https://neurocog.univ-grenoble-alpes.fr). The position is a 

fixed-term (3 years) and will start at Autum 2017. 

Scientific context:  

The progression of the Parkinson disease has an influence on different sensory and cognitive 

processes. The goal of the PhD work is to explore the interactions between motor and emotional 

processes in a cohort of de novo (newly diagnosed) Parkinson patients using appraisal tasks based on 

emotional experience and action tendency during visual processing of emotional stimuli. At the 

clinical level, we aim to identify biomarkers that allow differentiating various PD phenotypes for an 

earlier diagnosis and consequently, to better target and adapt the therapy.  

The research question will be addressed using functional MRI technique and brain connectivity 

measurements. Parameters extracted from eye movement recordings will also be considered.  

Key requirements :   

The successful applicant will have a diploma or Master’s degree in Psychology, (cognitive) 

Neuroscience or Signal Processing with an interest in cognitive science. Essential skills include 

experience with planning, conducting and analysis of cognitive neurosciences/functional brain 

imaging studies. Programming skills and an experience with the emotion research and neuroimaging 

data analysis would be appreciated. The candidate must have a good ability of team work, autonomy 

and scientific writing and must appreciate interdisciplinarity. 

PhD supervision and environnement:  

The PhD project will be supervised jointly by Prof Elena MORO from Movement Disorder Unit of 

Grenoble university Hospital and Grenoble Institut Neurosciences (INSERM U1216, UGA, Grenoble, 

https://neurosciences.univ-grenoble-alpes.fr/) and Dr Aurélie CAMPAGNE from Laboratory of 

Psychology and NeuroCognition (CNRS UMR5105, UGA, USMB, Grenoble, http://lpnc.univ-grenoble-

alpes.fr/?lang=en).  

It will involve different collaborators from the other research groups involved in the NeuroCog  

project and working on the same cohort of PD patients.  

The candidate will thus benefit from a multidisciplinary and translational environment bringing 

together experts in experimental psychology/neurosciences, neuroimaging, cognitive psychiatry , 

neurology, neuropsychology and statistical signal processing. Very close interactions between 

experimentalists, methodologists and clinicians, will offer an optimal environment for young 

scientists.  

 

Contacts:  

Pr Elena Moro, Professor of neurology, emoro@chu-grenoble.fr  

Dr Aurélie Campagne, Associate Professor in Cognitive Neurosciences, aurelie.campagne@univ-

grenoble-alpes.fr.  

 

Please send application including CV, statement of research interests, and the names and full contact 

details of at least two referees. 

 

 


